
NORTH HERTFORDSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL 
 

DECISION SHEET 
 

Meeting of the Planning Control Committee held in the Spirella Ballroom, 
Icknield Way, Letchworth Garden City 

on Thursday, 12th October, 2017 at 7.30 pm 
 

 
1 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

 
Apologies for absence had been received from Councillors Michael Muir, Adrian Smith and 
Martin Stears-Handscomb. 
 
Councillor Val Shanley was substituting for Councillor Michael Muir. 
 

1 MINUTES - 14 SEPTEMBER 2017  
 
RESOLVED:  That the Minutes of the meeting of the Planning Control Committee held on 14 
September 2017 be approved as a true record of the proceedings and signed by the 
Chairman. 
 

2 NOTIFICATION OF OTHER BUSINESS  
 
There was no other business notified. 
 

3 CHAIRMAN'S ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
(1) The Chairman welcomed the Committee, officers, general public and speakers to this 

Planning Control Committee Meeting; 
 
(2) The Chairman announced that Members of the public and the press may use their 

devices to film/photograph, or make a sound recording of the meeting, but he asked 
them to not use flash and to disable any beeps or other sound notifications that emitted 
from their devices; 

 
(3) The Chairman reminded Members and speakers that in line with Council policy, this 

meeting would be audio recorded; 
 
(4) The Chairman advised that Members would be using hand held microphones and asked 

they wait until they had been handed a microphone before starting to speak; 
 
(5) The Chairman requested that all Members, officers and speakers announce their names 

before speaking; 
 
(6) The Chairman clarified that each group of speakers would have a maximum of 5 

minutes. The bell would sound after 4 1/2 minutes as a warning, and then again at 5 
minutes to signal that the presentation must cease; 

 
(7) The Chairman advised Members of the Committee and members of the public about the 

process regarding the items about Land at Junction of Potters Heath Road and 
Danesbury Park Road, Welwyn. 

 
The Committee would listen to the information and ask questions regarding item 6 after 
which Members of the press and public would be excluded and Members will consider 
Item 11. 
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Once consideration of Item 11 was complete, members of the public and press would be 
invited to return to the room, at which time the Committee would undertake any further 
Part 1 debate required and make a decision. 
 
Following completion of these items there would be a 10 minute recess to allow 
members of the public to leave if they wished to do so. 
 

(8) Members were reminded that any declarations of interest in respect of any business set 
out in the agenda should be declared as either a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest or 
Declarable Interest and were required to notify the Chairman of the nature of any 
interest declared at the commencement of the relevant item on the agenda. Members 
declaring a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest must withdraw from the meeting for the 
duration of the item.  Members declaring a Declarable Interest which required they leave 
the room under Paragraph 7.4 of the Code of Conduct, could speak on the item, but 
must leave the room before the debate and vote. 

 
4 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  

 
The Chairman confirmed that the 6 registered speakers and 2 Member Advocates were 
present. 
 

5 16/02460/1 - LAND AT JUNCTION OF POTTERSHEATH ROAD AND, DANESBURY PARK 
ROAD, WELWYN  
 
RESOLVED: 
 
(1) That officers be authorised to write, without delay, to the Planning Inspectorate to 

confirm that, in light of a material change in circumstances, North Hertfordshire District 
Council as Local Planning Authority would be inviting the appointed inspector to grant 
conditional planning permission; 
 

(2) That officers be authorised to write, without delay, to all those who submitted 
representations to the Local Planning Authority prior to the determination of the planning 
application and to those third parties who have registered to appear at the Public Inquiry 
of the Local Planning Authority’s decision, setting out the reasons for this decision; 

 
(3) That officers be authorised to write to the Appellant, without delay, to invite a planning  

application similar to that originally submitted (planning ref: 16/02460/1) so that the 
Local Planning Authority can consider such an application in the light of information now 
available which includes the personal circumstances of the Appellant and occupiers and 
the Council’s interim Gypsy, Traveller and Showperson Accommodation Assessment 
Update (2017); 

 
(4) That, subject to the receipt of a re-submitted planning application, officers be authorised 

to write to the Planning Inspectorate to suggest that it is no longer necessary to hold a 
public inquiry and/or to request that the appeal/Public Inquiry is held in abeyance 
pending the outcome of the Local Planning Authority’s decision on the re-submitted 
planning application. In the circumstances that the appeal is to proceed, officers be 
authorised to make representations on a change in appeal procedure to a written 
appeal. 

 
REASON FOR DECISION: To enable the Committee to consider the position of the Local 
Planning Authority at the Planning Public Inquiry scheduled for 5th – 7th December 2017, 
having regard to material changes in circumstances since the refusal of planning application 
ref: 16/02460/1 and the advice received from professional witnesses and Counsel. 
 
The Chairman called a brief recess to enable members of the public to leave the meeting if 
they wished to do so. 
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6 17/01406/1 - LAND DEVELOPMENT OFF, STATION ROAD, ASHWELL  

 
RESOLVED: That, application 17/01406/1 be REFUSED planning permission, subject to the 
conditions and reasons as set out in the report of the Development and Conservation 
Manager. 
 

7 17/01195/1 - FORMER LANDFILL SITE, BLAKEMORE END ROAD, LITTLE WYMONDLEY  
 
RESOLVED: That application 17/01195/1 be REFUSED planning permission, subject to 
condition 1 and the reasons as set out in the report of the Development and Conservation 
Manager. 
 

8 PLANNING APPEALS  
 
RESOLVED: That the report entitled Planning Appeals be noted. 
 

9 EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC  
 
RESOLVED: That under Section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public and 
press be excluded from the meeting for the following item of business on the grounds that it 
involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Paragraph 5 of Part 1 of 
Schedule 12A of the said Act. 
 
[Note:  The definition of Paragraph 5 referred to above is as follows: 
 
5. Information in respect of which a claim to legal professional privilege could be 

maintained in legal proceedings.] 
 

10 16/02460/1 - LAND AT JUNCTION OF POTTERSHEATH ROAD AND, DANESBURY PARK 
ROAD, WELWYN  
 
RESOLVED: That the report regarding application 16/02460/1 - Land at Junction of 
Pottersheath Road and Danesbury Park Road, Welwyn be noted. 
 
 

 
 


